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at Chicago, in order to prepare himself for a career as druggist, graduating from that institution with the class 

of 1901. Returning to Decorah, he worked in a local drug store for six months and then proceeded to Kansas, 

where he was connected with his line of business for three years, at the end of that period removing to 

Minnesota, where for a year and a half he acted as manager of a similar establishment. Returning to Decorah, 

he then worked in the drug store of R. A. Engbertson for six years and, having accumulated by thrift and 

industry the means, then bought the Decorah Drug Company, which he has since conducted with ever 

increasing success. Well prepared theoretically and practically, he gives particular attention to his 

prescription department, which he safeguarded in such a way that mistakes are practically impossible. All 

the medicines and drugs on hand are of the best kind and strictly fresh and Mr. Groves also has installed in 

his store a well selected line of sundries such as are usually carried in an establishment of this kind. The store 

is well kept, clean, modern and of such an attractive and inviting appearance that it is a distinct advantage to 

the city, and while Mr. Groves is attaining personal prosperity, he contributes by means of his establishment 

to the expansion of the commercial life of Decorah. 

In September, 1905, Mr. Groves was united in marriage to Miss Harriet Ryan, a daughter of Joseph and 

Clara (Lapham) Ryan, natives of Indiana and New York respectively, who now reside in Clay Center, Kansas, 

where the father is engaged in farming. Mr. and Mrs. Groves have three children: Elizabeth, aged six years; 

Leonore, aged three; and Donald, aged two. 

The religious faith of the family is that of the Methodist church and Mr. and Mrs. Groves give their earnest 

support to its work. Mr. Groves owns a handsome residence at No. 509 Jefferson street, where both he and 

his wife are often the center of pleasant circles of friends who like to gather at their hospitable fireside. 

Politically Mr. Groves is a progressive, his sympathies being in accord with the ideals of this new party, for 

the realization of which he incessantly works, although he is not a politician in the everyday sense of the 

word. An aggressive young man of modern tendencies, he has attained a success remarkable for one of his 

years and has become one of the important factors in the commercial life of Decorah, where he is highly 

respected and esteemed by all for the position which he has reached and his qualities of mind and character 

which have made possible his success. 

 
 
 

P. J. BIDNE. 

 

One of the successful and growing business enterprises of Winneshiek county is the Highlandville 

Creamery, of which P. J. Bidne is half owner and operator, in which connection he has built up a satisfactory 

business that returns to him a gratifying annual income. He is one of the county's native sons, his birth having 

occurred in Highland township, September 17, 1871, his parents being John and Susie (Opheim) Peterson, 

natives of Norway. The former was an early settler of Highland township and after working here for a few 

years he returned and brought the lady who later became his wife to the new world. 


